 Win a Free 3-D Printer in 3-D Printers for Peace Contest


3D printing is being condemned in the media because of the potential for printing guns. Engineers at Michigan Tech believe there is far more potential for 3D printers to make our lives better rather than killing one another. To encourage thinking about constructive uses of 3D printing technology Michigan Tech Open Sustainability Technology (MOST) Lab and Type A Machines is proud to sponsor the first 3-D Printers for Peace Contest.

A fully assembled Type A Machines Series 1 3D Printer goes to first place and a MOST RepRap 3D printer kit will go to the second prize winner who create designs that enable 3D printers to encourage peace. Winning open-source designs will discourage conflict (e.g. designs for appropriate technology in the developing world to reduce scarcity or designs that improve economic development – see examples and pictures). Designers are encouraged to consider:  If Mother Theresa of Ghandi had access to 3D printing what would they print? What kind of designs could help reduce military spending and conflict while making us all safer and more secure? 

Michigan Tech has already saved tens of thousands of dollars using 3D printable scientific and engineering equipment and our labs have developed 3D printable tools to test water quality, recycle waste plastic and found that 3D printing consumer goods is better for the environment than shipping conventional goods from China. Joshua Pearce, a professor in the departments of materials science and engineering and electrical and computing engineering, points out that “The technological evolution of 3D printers, widespread Internet access, and inexpensive computing offer new opportunities for open design to enable peaceful and accelerate wealth creation for everyone. We hope the contest facilitates an open exchange of 3D designs of technologies that benefit humanity.”

Anyone in the United States may enter and there is no cost to enter.  Entry Guidelines can be found at: http://www.mtu.edu/materials/printersforpeace/ 

Deadline for submitting entries: September 1, 2013

